
/

BRENDA   SMITH    -   OIL   PAINTING  
An   Oil   Painting   Process  

 
 

 I  begin  my  paintings  by  “toning”  my  canvas  with  a  very             
light  coating  of  a  warm  or  cool  tone  paint  mixture.  This            
will  make  it  much  easier  to  establish  values  as  I  begin            
painting.  A  pure  white  canvas  is  actually  not  the  best           
place   to   begin   a   painting.   
 

 Once  my  canvas  is  toned,  I  create  a  sketch  of  the             
shapes  that  are  in  the  image  I  want  to  paint.  This  insures             
that  the  composition  is  just  how  I  like  it  before  I  begin             
applying   paint.   
 

 I  use  photo  references  for  most  of  my  paintings.  If  the             
image  has  a  lot  of  detail  or  perspective,  I  will  use  a  grid              
method  for  sketching.  By  applying  a  grid  to  the  photo  and            
proportionally  adding  a  grid  to  the  canvas,  I  can  enlarge           
the  image  to  fit  the  canvas,  keeping  my  shapes  and  sizes            
as  accurate  as  possible.  If  the  image  is  natural  and  loose            
I   will   sketch   “by   eye”   onto   the   canvas.  
 

 At  this  point,  I’m  still  not  quite  ready  to  start  painting.             
Mixing  the  paint  colors  is  as  important  as  how  they  are            
applied  to  the  canvas.  While  I  will  end  up  using  several            
layers  before  the  painting  is  complete,  I  try  to  mix  a  nice             
range  of  color  on  my  pallet,  focusing  on  the  medium           
tones  but  still  giving  myself  shades  light  enough  to          
establish  the  light  reflection  and  dark  enough  to  establish          
shadows.  
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 Now,  I  can  begin  applying  the  paint.  Oil  paintings  are            
typically  painted  back  to  front.  Here  I  lay  down  color  for            
the  shapes  and  background.  My  first  layer  is  where  my           
brush  strokes  will  begin  to  give  movement  to  the  piece.           
Are  the  clouds  puffy  or  wispy?  Is  the  water  calm  or            
choppy?   Is   there   wind   blowing   the   grass?   
 

 Once  this  first  layer  is  dry,  I  begin  to  focus  on  creating              
greater  depth  in  the  piece.  Can  my  darks  be  darker,  to            
show  more  dimension?  I  will  also  begin  the  process  of           
adding  in  all  of  the  detail  work.  This  is  my  favorite  part;  it              
is  when  the  painting  really  begins  to  come  to  life.  It  is             
also  the  most  difficult  and  time  consuming  part  of  the           
painting   process.   
 

 One  thing  I  love  most  about  painting  with  oil  paints  is             
that  they  are  slow  drying.  This  drying  time  forces  me  to            
stop  and  walk  away.  Coming  back  the  next  day  always           
gives  me  fresh  eyes  and  new  perspective  to  my  work.  As            
I  add  my  lightest  lights,  my  hope  is  that  it  will  complete             
the  piece,  but  when  is  the  painting  finished?  According  to           
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  “ Art  is  never  finished,  only         
abandoned.”  
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