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REBECCA   ENTRICAN   
PORTRAITS   WITH   GRAPHITE  

 
Hi!  My  name  is  Rebecca  Entrican,  and  I  am  a  visual            

artist  specializing  in  drawing  and  painting  figures  and         
portraits.  I  work  in  a  variety  of  mediums  but,  my  most            
commonly  used  ones  are  graphite,  pen  and  ink,  and  oil           
paint.  I  am  a  student,  currently  attending  Herron  School          
of  Art  and  Design  for  my  degrees  in  Drawing  &  Illustration            
and   Painting.  

 

Although  I  work  in  many  mediums,  today  I  am          
demonstrating  drawing  portraits  with  graphite.  Graphite       
is  such a  versatile  material  to  work  with  and  is  especially            
great  for  quickly  getting  a  good  range  of value  as  well  as             
creating  expressive  line  work.  And  those  are  both  focal          
features   of   my   style.  

 

In  creating  quicker  portraiture  like  I  am  today,  I  first           
start  by  plotting  out  the  head  and  the  features,  making           
sure  I  get  proper  proportions,  but  also  exaggerating  and          
stylizing   where   I   decide   to.   

 

Once  I’m  satisfied  with  the  placement,  I  begin  to          
quickly  lay  down value  to  establish  the  lights  and  darks.           
After  the  basic shapes  of  value  are  done,  it  is  time  for             
details  and  more  careful modulation  of  tone .  I  do  these           
things  in  a  very  sketchy  style  because  I  like  the  energy  it             
gives  the  finished  work.  I  find  often  times  in  my  more            
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“completed”  style,  they  often  look  stiffer,  but  working         

loosely  allows  it  to  be  more  free  and  expressive.  To  finish            

off,  I  often  will  add  thicker  outlines  around  the  outside  of            

the  drawing,  or  add  some  color  with  some  gel  pens  or            

highlighters.  I  like  to  mix  fine  art  with  hints  of  fun            

childlike   drawing,   and   this   is   one   way   that   I   do   it.  
 

Then   the   work   is   completed!   On   to   the   next!  

 

VOCABULARY:   

 

Modulation   of   Tone :   small,   careful   changes   in   value  
 
Value :   relative   lightness   or   darkness   of   a   color  
 
Shapes  of  Value :  shapes  of  these  light  and  dark          

colors  
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